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Preamble

On the occasion of its centenary (1926-2026), the Grande Mosquée de Paris is
establishing an international arabic calligraphy competition to celebrate a
century of spiritual, cultural, and artistic influence.

Since its founding, the Grande Mosquée de Paris has been dedicated to
promoting Islamic arts, particularly the noble art of Arabic calligraphy, a
major expression of the aesthetic and intellectual tradition of Muslim civilization.

In this perspective, and under the high patronage of the Rector, Chems-
eddine Hafiz, the competition entitled "NGn" will be awarded to laureates to

encourage, valorize, and transmit the excellence of Islamic arts.

This prize aims to support artists, preserve classical calligraphic traditions, and
foster cultural dialogue through the beauty and rigor of this secular art.

The Jury
The members of the Jury for the 2026 edition are:

e Dr. Amor Jamni, President of the Jury (Calligrapher);

e Mr. Munib Obradovic (Professional Calligrapher);

e Mr. Abdelkader Boumala (Professional Calligrapher);

e Mr. Rany Rouabah (Calligrapher, student of Ghani Alani and Ali Towhidi
Tabari);

e Mr. Hamda Yacoub (Calligrapher, student of Ghani Alani);

e Mr. Nizam Baboorally (Professional Calligrapher).

2



Competition Secretariat

The Competition Secretariat, based at the Grand Mosque of Paris, coordinates
the event. The Secretariat is not required to respond to observations, objections,
or requests for information regarding the procedure or jury decisions, either
before or after the announcement of results.

Competition Coordinator: Ms. Nacerine Louanoughi.

Terms and Rules of Candidacy
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1. Any individual of any nationality, who is of legal age under French law
(18 years old) and capable of producing a work of classical Arab-Islamic
calligraphy, may participate individually, provided they respect the
specific rules of this art and the conditions of these regulations.

2. Each participant may compete in a maximum of one style. Any entry
exceeding this limit will be canceled.

TOOLS AND MATERIALS
1. Ink: The use of classical black ink is mandatory.
2. Paper: Works must be produced on light-colored paper.

3. Accepted Formats:
e 29.7 cm x 42 cm: Thuluth, Naskh, Ta‘lig, Diwani, and Kufi;
e 20 x 30 cm: Maghribi.
Any work not respecting these dimensions will be rejected.

STYLES

The competition covers the styles detailed below. Strict adherence to the text
and the rules of each style is mandatory:

1. Tuluth
Qalam: 2-5 mm maximum.
Layout: Parallel horizontal lines, no composition.
Format: 29.7 x 42 cm.
Text:
555 G838 LS AN IITIRA 5 B £ liiaal s b BLEAAS o 58 (a1 il gaal ) 5h
38 451 e 55830 A 0 31y ) 855 5 38 13 A5 ¥ 155 4S04 35958 0 85
A £ (8 0 3 LAl QRS ) Gy ® B (5 0 s M)
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2. Naskh
Qalam: 2-5 mm maximum.
Layout: Parallel horizontal lines, no composition.
Format: 29.7 x 42 cm.
Text:
3 0838 G MRS HAIR ) B pliaaliE lias b LA o 5 (ia® (a1 cl sl )58 44
G358 A8 Do 0 Al T 3 bl W A 2008 W5 A Y A0 45 48004 303 e g
Al g (o 0% 23 Gl O B Gyl 3° £ (s 0 53 W

3. Ta'liq (Nasta‘liq)
Qalam: 2-5 mm.
Style: Chalipa.
Format: 29.7 x 42 cm.

Text:

AllaSy Aad) &L
ddlany Aall ads
dlad [ SVEQUITIVEN

Ay agle | ska

4. Diwani

Qalam: 2-5 mm maximum.
Layout: Parallel horizontal lines.
Format: 29.7 x 42 cm.
Text:
@awwm?@_@wmgdmw“wuwu“ ’@\L@_ﬁ)su,@}umt o uyauﬁ
ity o sl aud RS La gy ¢ 845 TSN sy 530al) by & &3 b

5. Kufi
Qalam: 2-5 mm maximum.
Format: 29.7 x 42 cm.
Text:
@awwm*@wm@‘jmy\“aﬁu@u“ ’m\q_.e;u,@}um\ &l uguu&
Soais &_USAS\ 4 LI Ly uJﬁlA.lyo‘SJS\ syl 3 83Lall aldl 5 L X3 (e

6. Maghribi
Qalam: 1-3 mm maximum.
Format: 21 cm x 29.7 cm.

Text: ,
Ay (g uu..u@m‘,au,ugmwauu;;y,mmwu::muu\,w 1) ¥
@JS@.U%MLM\J\MSUAQ Jhﬁ\lgﬁ.ﬂauj*u\u.uuelu%.ni y) bais

M\éd\ﬁjb@bdﬁ‘i;gﬂ)‘ibal



Evaluation Criteria

Works will be evaluated according to the classical rules of calligraphy.
Submissions will be disqualified, regardless of artistic quality, if they contain:

e Errors that alter the meaning of the text;

o Spelling mistakes;

o Non-compliance with the regulations.
[t is strongly recommended to carefully check the spelling and vocalization of
the verses.

Awards

The International Arabic Calligraphy Competition of the Grande Mosquée de Paris
- 2026 - 1st Edition features a total prize fund of €57,000.

Prize Distribution:

Style 1stPrize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize
Thuluth €5,000 €3,000 €1,500
Naskh €5,000 €3,000 €1,500
Maghribi €5,000 €3,000 €1,500
Ta'liq €5,000 €3,000 €1,500
Diwani €5,000 €3,000 €1,500
Kufi €5,000 €3,000 €1,500

The Jury may choose not to award a prize or to award multiple prizes for the
same rank.

Decisions of the Jury are final.

Prizes will be paid in Euros via bank transfer.

Copyright
1. Participation implies acceptance of the regulations.

2. Award-winning or mentioned works become the property of the Grand
Mosque of Paris. Patrimonial rights (reproduction, publication,
exhibition) are assigned to the institution.

3. Non-winning works may be collected in person within one year of the
results announcement. After this period, they also become the property of
the Grand Mosque of Paris.



Competition Calendar

Competition Announcement: April 23, 2026

. Registration Deadline: May 31, 2026

. Submission Deadline (Works): July 30, 2026

Announcement of Results: September 19, 2026

Application Procedures

Step 1: Submission of Registration Form

Candidates must fill out and sign the application form:

Download from:
https://www.grandemosqueedeparis.fr/post/concours-calligraphie-2026

Send by May 31, 2026, via email to:
concours-calligraphie@grandemosqueedeparis.fr

Applications without a signed form will be rejected.

Step 2: Sending the Works

1. The work must contain no name, signature, or identification mark.

2.

3.

The work must be sent without ornamentation or gilding.

The work must be carefully packaged to arrive flat, without folds or
damage.

The original work must be sent only by mail (registered mail
recommended) or delivered in person to the Secretariat by July 30,
2026, at the following address:

Grande Mosquée de Paris
Concours international de calligraphie arabe
2 bis place du Puits de I’Ermite, 75005 Paris, France

. All shipments must include the Submission Slip (provided below)

inserted inside the envelope.


https://www.grandemosqueedeparis.fr/post/concours-calligraphie-2026
mailto:concours-calligraphie@grandemosqueedeparis.fr

Submission Slip for the Work

General Information

Date of shipment

Country of origin

Sender's Name

Full Address

Country

Phone / Email

Recipient

Name Grande Mosquée de Paris

Department Concours international de calligraphie arabe

Address 2 bis Place du Puits de 1’Ermite

Zip Code / City||75005 Paris

Country France

Shipment Details

Mail Type||[J Letter [ Registered Mail [ Parcel

Content ||Arabic Calligraphy Work
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